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Abstract

Neem (Azadirachta indica) extracts, widely used by Indian farmers to protect the cotton crop from pest and fungus, have the potential of being used an antimicrobial agent for textile.  A novel method has been used to integrate the neem seed extract on to the cotton fabric along with crosslinking agent. The attachment of neem compounds has been confirmed by using Infrared Spectroscopy (IR) analysis. The antibacterial activity of neem treated fabric has been evaluated using parallel streak method and it is found that 10% neem seed extract concentration is sufficient to inhibit the growth of Staphylococcus aureus. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) shows that the neem seed extract act as bactericidal.






