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Abstract

Consumer appeal in the textile industry is driven by functionality, comfort and visual aesthetics.  The finishing stage of fabric processing therefore assumes significant importance in differential performance of the final product.  

A variety of polymers have been used over the years to modify the surface characteristics and mechanical properties of textiles through incorporation in the finishing stage.  Silicones and nitrogen-containing systems have gained prominence over the past two decades.  This paper will explore the current state of the art and offer glimpses of likely correlations between polymer characteristics and fabric properties at this time and in the foreseeable future.
