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Abstract

This paper begins with the assertion that fibers are not textiles but a critical engineering raw material, and that latter half of the 20th century has seen the evolution of an “engineering with fibers” industry-- distinct from the traditional view of the textile industry. It attempts to justify the need for a model of education and research that would support the needs of the newly evolved industry for trained human capital in the future. It then offers a plausible framework of guidelines within which such a new model might be developed and implemented.

